87. LETTER TO PRIVATE SECRETARY TO
MINISTER OF INTERIOR1

JOHANNESBURG,
June 28, 1913

THE PRIVATE SECRETARY TO

THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR
PRETORIA

DEAR SIR,

I have endeavoured to study the Immigrants' Regulation Act,
and observe with thankfulness that it is an improvement upon
the original Bill2 But I respectfully beg to point out that it fails
to carry out the provisional settlement of 1911 in at least four
important particulars. In my humble opinion, if redress is granted
in regard to these four particulars, the policy of the Government
will not be affected, and yet the terms of the settlement, as my
countrymen read it, will be just, but only just, satisfied.

The points are:

(1)     According to the definition of the term "domicile",
those indentured Indians who arrived after the Indian
Immigration Law Amendment Act of 1885 and  their
descendants appear to become prohibited immigrants.

(2)     The descendants of this class, although born in South
Africa, will, if the above interpretation be correct, be
unable henceforth to enter the Cape Province.

(3)     Women married in South Africa according to the rites
of Indian religions, and going to India, and return-
ing with their husbands will not be on the same foot-
ing as those [married]3 in India. Nor are the hundreds
of women married according to non-Christian faiths
provided for by the amendment.

(4)     The Free State difficulty seems to remain as it was before.
With reference to the first point, in view of the fact that the

Minister has respected the right of the South Africa-born Indians
to enter the Cape, if they are born of Indian parents domiciled

1 This was published in Indian Opinion, 13-9-1913, under the title "Revival
of Passive Resistance".

2 A detailed comparison of the draft Bill and the Act as gazetted was pub-
lished in Indian Opinion; vide Appendix VI.

3 The original ;s not legible